Maryland Technology Academy- Administrator Symposium

Program Content

Strand:   Designing Learning for All Students: Universal Design, Accessibility, and Assistive Technology

Teaching Tools:  Computer lab with projector, VCR with projector, access to accessibility features, Internet, and CAST E-reader installed on the teacher workstation

Description: 


This session will highlight key principles about universal design. Participants will explore strategies and tools that support these principles and make the curriculum accessible for all students. The discussion will address current legal and ethical issues, key elements for curriculum design, state regulations for accessible technology-based instructional products, and the role of assistive technology resources.

Rationale/Context:    

 Legislation and the spirit of IDEA 1997 require consideration of principles that facilitate the inclusion of all students in the general education curriculum. This will help school administrators prepare for pending state regulations regarding new requirements for the purchase of accessible technology in schools.

Performance Outcomes:
Participants will: 

1. explore issues related to universal design and the use of technology to improve how all students learn. 

2. understand the key concepts involved with using technology to make the curriculum accessible.

3. explore the Maryland accessibility regulation and their application to different kinds of instructional technologies.

4. understand the role of assistive technology in making the curriculum accessible for students with IEPs and 504 plans.

5. identify key resources for school leaders and teachers about Universal Design for Learning with technology.

Impact: 

By the end of this session, participants will:

1. gain awareness of universal design principles for making curriculum accessible, and

2. know how to use selected resources related to universal design and accessibility standards.

Evaluation:

Post session survey to assess background knowledge about universal design and information technology accessibility.
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